Senator David Durenberger 

United States Senate 1 1/12/84 

Mashington, D.C. 20510 
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that terrible, murderous dictatorship ( which with our support also robbed it blind) 
in a world in which it had every reason to fear and prepare to defend against both 
external intervention and counterrevolution from the Samoza remnants* And utterly 
impoverished by it* 

I do not and I cannot tell you what would have evolved once the fear of both 
external intervention and internal opposition from the followers and beneficiaries 
of the dictatorship ended* I believe there would have been a period of growth in 
our direction for several reasons* First, it would have been economically wise and 
fruitful and second, they would have seen and appreciated the advantages of our way* 

But do I have to tell you what did happen, or that resisted both external pressures 
and military opposition. 

Have you tried to reconcile our attitudes toward Tito*s and subsequent 
Yugoslavia, for example, and toward ■^atin American countries? Politically their 
present systems are not dissimilar* 

I would like very much for all those countries to have and enjoy our freedoms, 
but I do not believe we can impose this upon them and I am certain that we cannot 
by ng as our foil the remnants of a hated and justly hated dictatorship* 

To accomplish worthwhile purposes, for them and for ourselves, we must, I say 
based on my knowledge and experience of the past, think as they do and understand 
as they do, the thought you disagree with in your letter of the 21st* 

Yesterday's Washington Post hold an illustration of this in its sports section* 

It was Sunday's, and I not longer have it and cannot enclose it* The Post had carried 
an article on Bolivia and the Olympics and the Bolivian cultural attache denounced 
the Post with vigor, as out of context of Bolivian life and as ridiculing a relatively 
poor country* Yet I am sure the Post did not have euiy such thing in mind at all* It 
did not examine Bolivia and the Olympics in terms of what Bolivians regard as the 
reAlity of their lives and capabilities* 

Some years ago 1 suceeded in making a l^r point and while our government 
benefitted from it and appreciated it very much, the bureaucrats, set in their ways, 
just forgot it and perpetuated the same errors* I saw young people from the poorer 
countries being brought here and provided with fine agricultural educations they would 
not bo able to use for years, in their personal interest of those of their nations* 

What immediate good did it do to train those youths to run computerized or mechanized 
feed mills, with all sorts of trace elements mixed in, if they returned to lands that 
had no feed mills and little food of any kind? Their immediate needs wore those ofl ours 
of tho past, basic, elemental needs, from which they could grow once they began to 
address virtual starvation* So I conceived and implimentOd what AP promptly dubbed 
"Geese for Peace," and that an American farmer would share what he had with the poor 
of other lands captured the international imagination* It made page-one news all 
around the world* (Geese can make their own living, as you may know, and still 
reproduce nnri provide some food for people*) I did this with three poor countries, 
with the Heifer Project providing some of the transportation in two instances* 

Except for getting its first good publicity break, the Peace Corps had no involvement 
and didn't spend a penny* 

When with the third country the State Department saw some good propaganda 
possibilities it failed miserably in the area in which we should be most skilled* 

It could not even get the pictures it wanted and came to make* In the end the 
third country and I did its job for it. And although wo then were at loggerheads 
with this third country, it arranged for, knowingly, what State then used effectively 
throu^iout Africa* 









In politics and international relationship we get love and friendship by 
earning it, not by demanding i^« 

And we are judged by what we do, not by what we say* 

We oan demand and insist on having our way but as modem history shows only 
too well, it never works and it is always costly to us* 

How many Americans do you think would have rallied around the Tories after 
our revolution succeeded? 

gught we not understand this today? 

Yet what else have we tried in Nicaragua? 

in time we can overcome our past with so many poorer nations, but only if we 
are genuinely unselfish and let them lead their own lives however that may tmm 
out to be* I am confident that the history of the world shows that people do 
respond favorably to unselfish help iiiwuBfcUlQr and with appreciation and that it 
%lso shows that all peoples resist domination in any form* 

The way we are going wo are going to drive every poor nation to the left, 
and I do not want that and I am sure you do not* 

I repeat that while we today cannot feel things as they do, we can try to 
think and see as they do and try to understand their pasts and their culture 
because if we do not in the end we defeat outselves* 
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Hirold Webberg 
7627 Old Recelm Rd. 
Frederick, MD 21701 



